
 

       
 

       
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

8 March 2019 

 

The Hon James Wood AO QC 
Chairperson 
New South Wales Sentencing Council 
GPO Box 3 Sydney NSW 2001 
 
By email: sentencingcouncil@justice.nsw.gov.au 

 

Dear Mr Wood 

Review of sentencing for the offences of murder and manslaughter, including penalties 
imposed for domestic and family violence homicides and the standard non-parole periods 
for murder 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a preliminary submission to the NSW Sentencing 
Council with respect to its review of sentencing for the offences of murder and manslaughter, 
including penalties imposed for domestic and family violence homicides and the standard 
non-parole periods for murder.  

This submission is written by members of the Centre for Crime, Law and Justice, at the Faculty 
of Law, University of New South Wales. The views expressed in this submission are the views 
of the undersigned individuals. 

Matters for Consideration 

1 General Considerations (not limited to Domestic or Family Violence) 

1.1 The social context of homicide  

The social context of homicide should frame the consideration of reforms but remains poorly 
understood by parts of the legal profession and the public.1 

                                                           
1 Jenny Morgan and Victorian Law Reform Commission, Who Kills Whom and Why?: Looking Beyond legal 
Categories (Occasional Paper, 2002); Felicity Hampel, ‘Legal Culture, Professional Education and Homicide Law 




















