


 

 

Animals Act 1979 (NSW), who perform investigation, confiscation or other law enforcement 
functions, being a role that is defined as a Law Enforcement Officer by the Crimes Act 1900 (NSW). 
 
In a recent survey of our members performing these community-facing compliance roles for local 
councils, we have identified that: 
 

 98% have been threatened or verbally abused while performing their duties; 

 39% have been physically assaulted while performing their duties; 

 44% do not feel safe at work; and 

 91% of respondents thought they would feel safer if laws were changed to provide for 
tougher penalties to those convicted of assaulting emergency services workers. 

 
It is the clear view of the members that we have surveyed, that tougher penalties are required to 
deter violent and/or abusive behaviour towards them when they are performing their functions. 
 
While we note that our members are not the focus of this review, we consider there to be sufficient 
public utility in grouping our members in the same or similar category to other workers who are 
being considered as part of this review. 
 
We thank you for your time in considering this submission, and should you wish to discuss the 
matter raised herein in greater detail we invite you to contact Mr Daniel Papps or Mr Bill O’Kell on 

. 
 
Regards, 

 

 

Graeme Kelly OAM 

GENERAL SECRETARY 

Per: Daniel Papps, Manager Industrial, Rules, Governance & Compliance 

 

 




