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Community Justice Program
Access, Eligibility and Prioritisation Guidelines

Target Group            

The Community Justice Program (formerly the Criminal Justice Program) is targeted to providing accommodation and support to people with an intellectual disability who have had contact with the criminal justice system, placing themselves or others at serious risk of harm, who present a level of complexity that requires services beyond what ADHC may normally be able to provide. 
It is important to note that the Community Justice Program (CJP) is not designed to augment the resources of other programs. Access should not be granted on the basis of a lack of a suitable alternative if the CJP criteria do not otherwise suggest that the program is appropriate. 

ADHC recognises that children and young people are at particular risk of remaining in the criminal justice system once they have been charged as a juvenile. ADHC is committed to providing appropriate support services to children and young people in order to reduce the likelihood that these individuals will become entrenched in the criminal justice system. 
Eligibility

For a person to be considered for services provided under the CJP, they must be a permanent resident of Australia and residing in NSW (or have resided in NSW prior to their most recent period of incarceration in another state). 

A person must also satisfy the criteria outlined below which covers confirmation of intellectual disability, contact with the criminal justice system resulting in time spent in custody, risk of serious re-offending, and service availability. 

Recommendations regarding a person’s eligibility and priority for services are made by a Referral and Assessment Panel. Priority factors are provided to guide panel considerations and the responsibility for approving access to the CJP ultimately rests with the Executive Director, Office of the Senior Practitioner.  
Criterion 1: Intellectual Disability

Adults and young people are eligible if they have intellectual disability or multiple disabilities where intellectual disability is also present.  

A person has an intellectual disability when they meet the three criteria below or have a specific diagnosis as follows:

· Intellectual functioning measured at two or more standard deviations below the mean for the Full-Scale score on a recognised test of intelligence; and

· Significant deficits in adaptive functioning in two or more areas (significant is defined as two or more standard deviations below the mean or equivalent.  The areas of functioning must be factors or domains, not subscales).  Recognised norm referenced tests include Vineland ABS, Woodcock Johnson SIB, AAMR ABS-R; and

· These deficits in cognitive and adaptive functioning are manifest prior to 18 years.

OR

· Specific diagnosis of a syndrome strongly associated with significant intellectual disability made in a written report by a health professional or Diagnostic and Assessment Service.

Criterion 2: Criminal justice contact and risk of serious re-offending

· The person has established and continuing contact with the criminal justice system resulting in a custodial sentence, and has demonstrated a significant or imminent risk of re-offending placing themselves at risk of harm; or

· the person has committed a serious offence(s) (eg. murder, serious assault, sexual assault, serious arson) resulting in a custodial sentence and there is a demonstrated significant risk of the client re-offending resulting in serious harm to others; or

· the person has established and continuing contact with the criminal justice system or allegedly committed a serious offence(s) (eg. murder, serious assault, sexual assault, serious arson), has been remanded into custody and subsequently received non-custodial orders, and there is a demonstrated significant and imminent risk of re-offending placing the client at risk of harm or resulting in serious harm to others.

· Children and young people referred to the CJP will be considered for admission on the basis of their reoffending risk over the extent or severity of their offence history.

Prioritisation factors  
· Immediacy of need: Whilst it is strongly recommended that referrals to the program are made as early as possible, it is recognised that at times, referrals will be made very close to the client’s release date. Often these clients will need to be considered an immediate priority. 

· Barrier to community living: A person for whom release planning requires a model of support that is not currently identified within the service system (yet could be provided through CJP) where the absence of this support is or will imminently become the primary reason for the person’s retention in custody (beyond earliest release date or held on remand, a limiting term or under the jurisdiction of the Mental Health Review Tribunal).  Barriers to community living for young people often involve young people being unable to live independently and therefore services are required to support family restoration. Support services for the immediate support structure are often what are required for a successful placement rather than services that focus on young people.
· Vulnerability and disadvantage: The CJP recognises that over-representation in the criminal and juvenile justice systems and risk of recidivism is higher for children and young people and those within some communities and cultures, particularly indigenous communities (including those that are remote), due to a wide range of factors. The CJP aims to prioritise the needs of people who are additionally vulnerable due to their age, cultural and community factors.

· Homelessness: The CJP sees the priority of a person who will not have access to appropriate and stable accommodation upon release. 

· Timeliness: The person will be eligible for release within the next 12 months 

· Placement Availability: There will be a suitable placement available for the person within the CJP 

Note: The factors listed above are not listed in hierarchical order. Prioritisation may be examined on individual needs based on the range of criteria applicable and the impact of these on the referred client.    

Referral

Referrals to the Program are made using the CJP referral form and forwarded to the Manager, Clinical and Casework Team. When an individual is incarcerated a referral should be forwarded six (6) months prior to the release date, or in the case of shorter sentences, as soon as practicable.

Referrals may be made by: 

Department of Justice and Attorney General
· Corrective Services (usually Statewide Disability Services) – 
· The Office of Public Guardian – Department of Justice and Attorney General

· Legal Aid – Department of Justice and Attorney General

Department of Human Services 

· Juvenile Justice
· Housing

· Community Services 
· Ageing, Disability and Home Care
NSW Health 
· Justice Health
Other disability service providers
	For more information contact: Intake Officer

Phone: 02 9841 9214
Email: pamela.cuelho@dadhc.nsw.gov.au
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